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Our goal
To meet regularly with rightsholders and 
stakeholders to keep them informed on the PLS 
project, including any licensing/permitting plans, 
timelines, and decisions, and how these may 
potentially impact them.

Our promise
To engage openly, honestly, and respectfully with 
all rightsholders and stakeholders, and to give 
careful thought and consideration to their cultural 
traditions and practices.

Create further connections with our 
community partners  and to highlight:

1. Who Fission is

2. What is the PLS project 

3. The engagement process to date  
and going forward.

4. Unique local benefits

PURPOSE OF THIS DOCUMENT



Our Commitment 

To listen to all issues, 
concerns, and feedback 
shared, and incorporate 
what we heard into the 
Project planning phases 
and design of the project 
where possible.



Who Are We?
Fission is developing the PLS project to supply uranium for
nuclear energy, one of the cleanest methods in existence
for generating electricity. Nuclear power stations are being
built around the world, most of which will directly replace or 
be built in place of fossil fuel power such as coal, oil and gas.

As the world races to address climate change, nuclear 
energy is increasing to accelerate the fall of fossil fuels. 
Saskatchewan’s Athabasca Basin, has the highest grade 
uranium deposits in the world, which means mines can be 
built with minimal environmental footprint.

We are an experienced team, dedicated to responsible 
development and partnerships with our local communities to 
the mutual benefit of all.
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URANIUM

Uranium is the fuel used by Nuclear Energy.  
Nuclear energy is ideal to meet the challenges
of climate change, because operating power 
stations provide carbon-free, scalable energy, 
available 24 hours a day.
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What we heard from you:

What we’re doing
We heard that it is important to keep the PLS footprint small -  
so we chose an underground mine design instead of an open pit 
mine design. 

We heard that local employment opportunities are important 
to people - so we are working with community leadership 
and training centers to explore how to maximize employment 
opportunities for local people and businesses. 

We heard that meaningful engagement means sharing 
information with each other at every step of the process - so we 
are working closely with community leadership to identify the 
best ways to engage with community members going forward.

Local Connections

Local Opportunities

Local Investments
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We are here 

Meaningful Community 
Engagement 
Fission believes that for engagement to 
be meaningful, inclusive and accessible, 
engagement plans should be developed 
in collaboration with leadership from 
rightsholders and key stakeholder groups. 

Fission is in the process of reaching  
out to, and working with, community 
leaders to identify and design opportunities 
for engagement.

What we heard from you:

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT TIMELINE

Indigenous Rightsholders 
Community Relations

Permitting/Regulatory

Feasibility Study



What is an  
underground mining 
operation?

An underground mine at PLS  
will require opening a portal 
into the earth and extracting the 
seams of uranium. Because of  
the highly compact, shallow 
nature of the deposit, the footprint 
will be minimal compared to 
other current and future mines 
in the region. Fission has chosen 
an underground mine approach, 
responding to local community 
feedback.  

Why was this important 
to Fission and the local 
communities?

• Minimized mine footprint  
(90% reduction)

• Minimized the impacts to 
Patterson Lake and on fish and 
fish habitat

• Minimizes the potential impacts 
on the downstream environment

• Minimizes the impacts on local 
environment (plants and wildlife)
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Developing a project such as PLS takes 
time. There will be multiple opportunities 
for engagement as we move forward. 
Throughout 2023, Fission will be engaging 
with communities to identify areas of interest 
or concern related to the project. 
   
We are working with local leadership
throughout the region to determine the best 
method of engagement and the best schedule 
for each community. Engagement opportunities 
for your community will be shared once 
planned.

We are encouraging all communities to 
share more regarding their hopes and 
concerns related to the PLS project so that 
we can improve the engagement process and 
partnerships wherever possible.  

The Engagement 
Process

Early 2022

2022-2023

Late 2023



Long Lasting  
Economic Impact
We are committed to building  
mutually respectful, beneficial, and 
long lasting economic relationships 
with communities in the region. 

Already, local businesses and individual 
community members provide a range 
of services to Fission, including camp 
management, catering, logistics, security, 
vehicle and equipment rental, technicians, 
and others.  

During development, our goal is to 
maximize the training, employment,  
and economic opportunities for the  
local people. 

Sponsorships, Grants & Donations
We have provided funding to a number of 
local organizations over the years. 

Apply Now! Do you know of an organization 
in need of funding that will benefit your  
local community?  If so, we’d love to hear 
from you! Please reach out to us via email to 
community@fissionuranium.com.



What is an environmental assessment? Why is it important for 
communities to engage on an EA? 
   
Proposed developments with the potential for significant 
environmental impacts are assessed in accordance with The 
Environmental Assessment Act (the Act) to determine whether 
an environmental impact assessment (EIA) and Minister of 
Environment’s Approval is required prior to the project proceeding.

The process is designed to systematically evaluate the ecological, 
socio-economic and cultural aspects of a development within 
a single framework, so that the real costs and trade-offs of a 
proposed project can be fully understood. 

The environmental assessment process incorporates technical 
review, public input and consultation opportunities to ensure 
developments proceed in a manner that safeguards the 
environment and the public.

Public engagement is an important component of the EA process. 
Proponents are required to engage with stakeholders about their 
project throughout the process in order to share information and 
document and address any concerns.

The ministry has developed a suite of general and sector-specific 
guidance documents related to environmental assessment to 
ensure a clear, transparent and easily understood process.  
These guidelines are available on the ministry’s website:  
www.saskatchewan.ca/environmentalassessment.

Answering a Few Common 
Questions:



How is the environment being monitored and cared for?
   
Fission began environmental monitoring at the same time as it first 
began exploration drilling. This work has continued throughout the 
exploration phase and is still ongoing.  This approach means that 
Fission has been able to establish baseline conditions.  Fission 
will continue environmental monitoring throughout every phase 
of development and operation in order to confirm that mitigation 
measures are effective. 

Is the project subject to the duty to consult?
   
Yes. Fission has been assigned aspects of the duty to consult from 
the Crown. The feedback and input that Fission receives from 
Indigenous communities and groups during the EA process will 
be used by the Ministry of Environment to inform their decision to 
approve the PLS project.  

How long will the mine take to build, how long will it operate 
and what happens when it closes?
   
Construction time is estimated at three years. The current mine life 
is estimated at seven years.  After the mine ceases production, it 
will move into the decommissioning stage and, once complete, it 
will be transferred back to the Government.



What is the ore grade of the deposit?
   
Per the published x-feasibility study, the average ore grade at PLS 
is 1.61% U3O8.

What activities are happening on site now? 
   
Fission is currently working with survey teams and local knowledge 
holders to continue it environmental monitoring activity, which has 
been taking place since the project first began in 2011.  While crews 
are on site, camp services are being provided by local community 
members.

What activities can people expect to see during construction, 
operation, and decommissioning?
   
During construction, earth works, building and infrastructure 
construction will take place. During decommissioning, any areas 
with buildings will be reclaimed and, once this is complete, 
ownership will transfer back to the government. 



Community 
Connections
Do you have any questions about 
upcoming engagement opportunities?

Please email us at
community@fissionuranium.com
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